
 
GARSTANG UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Croston Road, Garstang, Preston PR3 1FL 
 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL FRIENDS AND VISITORS 
Coffee will be served in the Church Hall after the service – 

please join us. 
 

NOTICES 
Sunday 17th May 
 

10.45am Mr Mike Hart 
 
Readings  John 17:6-19 (p 140) and 
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-24 (p148) 
 
Music Dorothy Bicknell      
 

There will be a retiring collection today for the Nepal 
Earthquake Appeal. 

 
This week: 
 
Tuesday 19 May 7.45am CTiG Prayer meeting at St Thomas’ 

Church 
 2.00pm Women’s Guild (See overleaf) 
 
Wednesday 20 May   7.30pm Men’s Fellowship  
  
Thursday 21 May    9.00am Quiet Time 
    7.30pm Management Committee 
 
Happy birthday this week to Hazel Atkinson, Stella Clarke and 

Gwynfor Williams. 

 
Sunday 24th May 
10.45am Rev Irene John 
 Stella’s Birthday celebration in the Hall after 

the service (See overleaf) 
 

Website: www.garstanguc.org.uk  

Twitter: @garstangurc 

 
Women’s Guild Tuesday 19th May 

 
On Tuesday, 19th May the Women’s Guild are visiting the 
Flower Festival at St Helen’s, Churchtown. Meet at St 
Helen’s at 2.00pm. Please see Brenda in the Hall after 
the service if you wish to go. 
 

Men’s Fellowship Wednesday 20th May 
 

The speaker at the Mens Fellowship at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
20th May will be John Allen on the subject of "My Three 
Victorian Heroes". He will give a personal view on the 
social/cultural aspects of the making of Manchester by 
sharing his research into the contributions of Temperance 
Song Lecturer, W.H.Whitehead, Environmental Chemist, 
R.A.Smith FRS, and Pianist/ Conductor  Sir Charles Halle. 
 

Stella’s Big Birthday! 
 

Next Sunday after the service, don’t forget to come in the hall  
for cake and wine in celebration of my 70th birthday,  The 
church family is very special to me and all families like a party.  
So come just as you are and share my Big Birthday moment! 
Stella 
 
 

A message from Susan Andrews 
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE MISSING CHESTNUT TREE 
 

Many years ago, a visiting minister used a chestnut 
conker to illustrate the Children’s Address. At the end of 
the service he gave one of the youngsters the conker 
and told him or her to bury it in the Church Gardens. 
  
A few years later the same minister returned and 
enquired about the chestnut. A prize was offered to  
 
 

http://www.garstanguc.org.uk/


 
anyone who found the young tree but sadly, it just wasn’t 
there.  
 
One of the church gardeners had a nasty feeling that she 
must have pulled it out when doing the weeding  -  but 
she kept very quiet.  
  
Well, last Wednesday she found the young chestnut tree  
-  now about four feet tall.  So, she is hoping that one of 
the church members will find it today so that she can 
award the prize which has been collecting dust in her 
loft. 
  
Have a good look round after the service ends. There is 
no need to leave the grass or paths to find it.  
  
We would also like to know who brought the conker to 
the church and what was the sermon about? 
 
 

Big Day Out, Southport, July 18th 
 

Have you got your ticket for the Big Day Out yet? Hundreds of 
tickets have been sold. You may think that you have missed 
the early bird discount, but June still has 3 tickets left at the 
knock down price of only £7 so it's not too late to make sure 
that you share in what will be a wonderful day of activities and 
fun. The unicorns forgot to book their ticket for the Ark - and 
look what happened to them... book your tickets today and 
make sure YOU don't miss the boat.   

Would you like to volunteer to be a steward at the 
Big Day Out?  See a brief outline of duties below: 

The Southport Convention Centre have their own staff to 
steward outside doors and main rooms and Mersey and N W 
Synod staff  WILL work on Reception checking tickets etc.   

 

 

However we still need volunteers to steward 7 rooms where 
activities are due to take place e.g. The Floral Hall, the Theatre 
and the Waterfront rooms.  Each of our stewards will be 
identifiable by a supplied blue sash and will be located at one 
of those locations for a period and their duties will be to see 
people in and out of each activity and to ensure that the room 
does not become overcrowded. We don't expect this to be a 
problem as last time because these facilities are large and 
several of the key activities are to be repeated during the day. 

Whilst carrying out these duties our stewards will obviously 
receive queries concerning room locations and programme 
content for which they will be briefed and receive maps and 
programmes before the Opening. 

On the basis that each steward is on duty for an hour and off 
for an hour we will need a total of 16 stewards. So can anyone 
who is prepared to help please contact Val Buston at 
01612811674 OR BY E mail at valeriebuston@btinternet.co.uk 
or Geoffrey Sides at 01617945211 or by e mail at 
geoffsides@hotmail.com 

 

And finally... 

You will all have read Sally’s words in the May Newsletter 
about the discussion Day we will be holding on 20th June to 
discuss the future of the United Reformed Church. If you would 
like to borrow and read a copy of the booklet ‘What is the Spirit 
saying to the churches’ to study before the day please see 
your Elder or Marion. 
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